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They have all one language; and this is only the beginning of what they will do; nothing … will now be impossible for them.
Genesis 11:6

At Cardinal Newman Catholic School, the English curriculum is designed to be dynamic, challenging, and inspiring, placing students at the heart of their learning. Through the study of English, students are encouraged to become confident communicators, thoughtful readers, and ambitious, independent writers—skills that are essential both within school and beyond.
We actively foster a strong culture of reading, not only within the English Department but across the whole school community. Students are given regular opportunities to engage with a wide and diverse range of texts from different cultures, historical periods, and perspectives. This commitment to reading is further strengthened through close collaboration with our school library, ensuring that students have access to enriching resources that nurture curiosity and a lifelong love of literature.
English at Cardinal Newman offers something for every learner. Whether students are dramatically exploring Macbeth’s inner conflict, working quietly and reflectively on creative writing tasks, or analysing texts to uncover the intentions and ideas of influential writers, they are supported in finding their own voice and developing their confidence. Lessons are carefully designed to encourage discussion, creativity, and critical thinking in an inclusive and supportive environment.
Through the study of English, students are challenged to question the world around them, develop empathy, and consider different viewpoints. Alongside developing strong reading and writing skills, they learn how to express themselves clearly and effectively in all areas of life. Ultimately, English equips our students not only with technical accuracy, but with curiosity, connection, and confidence in communication.


GCSE English
At GCSE level, students follow the AQA specifications in both English Language and English Literature. These courses build upon the foundations established at Key Stage 3, with a greater emphasis on analytical thinking, reflection, and the exploration of meaning. Students study a range of engaging texts and develop the skills required to read critically, write with precision, and communicate their ideas effectively in both spoken and written forms.

A-Level English
At A-Level, students follow the Edexcel specifications for English Language and Eduqas specifications for English Literature. These courses demand a high level of independence and intellectual engagement, requiring students to respond to more challenging texts in increasingly analytical, evaluative, and sophisticated ways.
In English Literature, students explore a rich range of texts and deepen their understanding of literary techniques, contexts, and interpretations. Whilst in English Language, students investigate how language is used in real-world contexts, analysing data and examples of spoken and written language. They also engage creatively and critically with language, developing their skills as both producers and interpreters of meaning, while undertaking independent investigations.
Across both courses, there is a strong focus on developing advanced vocabulary, structural techniques, and essay-writing skills. By the end of their studies, students leave Cardinal Newman well equipped for the academic demands of university, apprenticeships, and future careers, confident in their ability to think critically and communicate effectively.






Curriculum Overview
	
	Term 1A
	Term 1B
	Term 2A
	Term 2B
	Term 3A
	Term 3B

	Year 7
	A Christmas Carol
	A Christmas Carol 
	Macbeth 
	Macbeth
	Myths and Legends
	Detective Unit – forensic linguistics 

	Year 8
	Rebel Voices – Poetry 
	Animal Farm
	Animal Farm
	Blood Brothers 
	Blood Brothers
	Survival Unit – non-fiction 

	Year 9
	The Woman in Black
	The Woman in Black
	Creative Writing Unit
	Much Ado About Nothing
	Much Ado About Nothing
	Dystopian Unit – exploration of texts 

	Year 10  
(Literature) 
	Jekyll and Hyde
	Jekyll and Hyde
	Power and Conflict Poetry Cluster 
	Romeo and Juliet
	Romeo and Juliet
	Power and Conflict Poetry Cluster

	Year 10 
(Language)
	Speaking and Listening Introduction to Language Paper 1 
	Speaking and Listening
Language Paper 1
	Introduction to Language Paper 2
	Language Paper 2
	Section B Paper 1
	Section B Paper 2

	Year 11
(Literature)
	An Inspector Calls
	An Inspector Calls 
Revision for Paper 2
	Revision for Paper 1
	Revision and
final preparation for Exams
	GCSE Exams
	GCSE Exams

	Year 11
(Language)
	Paper 2 Revision 
	Paper 2 and Paper 1 Revision
	Paper 1 Revision
	Revision and final preparation for Exams
	GCSE Exams
	GCSE Exams

	Year 12
(Literature)
	A Streetcar Named Desire
The Tempest
	A Streetcar Named Desire 
The Tempest 
	Duchess of Malfi
Chaucer – The Merchant’s Tale
	Duchess of Malfi 
	Great Gatsby – NEA 
Poetry comparison 
	Great Gatsby – NEA 
Poetry comparison

	Year 12
(Language)
	Language Variation 
Paper 1
	Language Variation 
Paper 1
	Language Variation 
Paper 1
	Investigating Language Paper 3
Language and Power
Language and Gender
	Investigating Language Paper 3
Language and Power
Language and Gender
Child Language
Spoken
	Crafting Language
/NEA


	Year 13
(Literature)
	Poetry Comparison 
NEA 
	Chaucer Revision 
Poetry Comparison Revision 
	Drama Comparison Revision 
The Tempest Revision
	NEA 
Revision 
	A-Level Exams
	A-Level Exams

	Year 13
(Language)
	Crafting Language/NEA
Child Language Paper 2 
	Language Variation Paper 1
Investigating Language Paper 3
	Investigating Language Paper 3
Child Language Paper 2
	Language Variation Paper 1
Investigating Language Paper 3
	A-Level Exams
	A-Level Exams


KS3 Class Readers:
The following texts are read in addition to the main curriculum once a week within lesson time. 
Year 7 – Raven’s Gate by Anthony Horrowitz 
Year 8 – Noughts and Crosses by Malorie Blackman 
Year 9 – The Gilded Ones by Namina Forna 

*Library Lessons take place once a fortnight for KS3 and Year 10. 

Homework:
English homework is set weekly on Educake which helps students review prior knowledge and build on concepts they have been learning across the curriculum and on Sparx Reader for KS3 and KS4. We advise all students to be reading for a minimum of 20 minutes a day as not only will it help their reading abilities but seeing examples of good writing helps students to become better writers as well. Students should login online and complete their weekly quiz – there is a league table where classes and students compete against each other! Students can retake their quizzes as many times as they like on Educake and are encouraged to do so to help secure their English knowledge. In addition, weekly written Language and Literature homework is set for KS4 and KS5 classes where teacher or peer feedback is given. 






Overview of Assessments
KS3 Assessments 
Each KS3 class will have targeted assessments to complete throughout the academic year. 
Year 7 – Two pieces of work to be assessed from A Christmas Carol and one on Macbeth. Analytical writing and creative writing will be assessed over the two topics.

Year 8 – One analytical piece of writing to be assessed from the Poetry Unit, one piece of analytical writing on Animal Farm and one piece of comparison writing to be assessed on Blood Brothers. 

Year 9 – Two pieces of analytical writing to be assessed on The Woman in Black, one creative piece of writing to be produced in full by the end of the Creative Writing Unit and one piece of creative writing to be assessed around Much Ado About Nothing. 

*GL Online Assessments will also be completed by our KS3 classes at the beginning and end of each school year. 

Year 10 Assessments 
Literature – Extract analysis to be assessed on Jekyll and Hyde for the Mid-Year Assessment and a Romeo and Juliet Extract to be assessed for their End-of-Year Assessment. 
Language – Paper 1 Section A to be assessed for the Mid-Year Assessment and Paper 1 Section B to be assessed for the End-of-Year Assessment. 


GSCE Examinations – All assessments are compulsory.
Exam Board: AQA

KS4 Literature Core Texts:
Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare  – Paper 1 
Jekyll and Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson – Paper 1

An Inspector Calls by J.B. Priestely – Paper 2 
Poetry Anthology: Power and Conflict – Paper 2
Unseen Poetry – Paper 2


GCSE English Literature Exam Breakdown

	Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel

	Paper 2: Modern Prose or Drama and Poetry

	How is it assessed?
Written exam: 1 hr 45 mins 
64 Marks 
40% of GCSE  
	How is it assessed?
Written exam: 2 hour 15 minutes
96 marks
60% of GCSE

	Questions
Section A - Shakespeare: One question on your play. Write in detail about an extract from the play and then write about the play as a whole.

Section B - The 19th-century novel: One question on your novel. Write in detail
about an extract from the novel and then
write about the novel as a whole.

	Questions
Section A - Modern texts: One essay question from a choice of two on your studied modern prose or drama text.

Section B – Poetry Anthology: One comparative question on one named poem printed on the paper and one other poem from your chosen anthology cluster.

Section C - Unseen poetry: One question on one unseen poem and one question comparing this poem with a second unseen poem.




GCSE English Language Exam Breakdown

	Paper 1: Explorations in creative reading and writing
	Paper 2: Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives

	How is it assessed?
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
80 Marks 
50% of GCSE 
	How is it assessed?
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
80 marks
50% of GCSE

	Section A: Reading 
40 Marks (a combination of questions) 
One literature fiction text will be provided. The questions will be based on this text. 

Section B: Writing 
40 Marks (extended writing question)
You will be expected to write a piece of descriptive of narrative writing. 
	Section A: Reading 
40 Marks (A combination of questions)
You will be asked to answer questions based on two linked texts. These will be:
· One non-fiction text
· One literary non-fiction text

Section B: Writing 
40 Marks (extended writing question)
You will be asked to write to represent a viewpoint, e.g. a letter to argue a viewpoint on a given topic. 

	Non examination assessment: Speaking and listening
This will test your ability to present, respond to questions and feedback and your use of Standard English. This assessment was completed in Year 10 with the opportunity to improve in Year 11. 




Useful Revision Websites/Resources:Websites to AVOID: 
· Mr Everything English 
· TikTok 
· ChatGPT 

· BBC Bitesize
· Mr Bruff – YouTube
· Year 11 TEAMS – 2025 Year 11 students
· Seneca 
· Exercise Books 
· Past Papers – TEAMS 
· Jekyll and Hyde – BBC Teach 



A-Level English Language Exam Breakdown

A-Level Examinations - All assessments are compulsory.
Exam Board: Edexcel 
	Component 1: Language Variation
Written examination: 2 hours and 15 minutes
35% of qualification 

Section A: Individual Variation. 
One question on two unseen 21st-century linked texts/data. Students produce an extended comparative response.  

Section B: Variation over Time. 
One question on two unseen texts/data, from two different periods. Students produce an extended comparative response. 


	Component 2: Child Language
Written examination: 1 hour and 15 minutes 
20% of qualification 

Students answer one question based on a set of unseen data – either spoken or written. Students produce an extended response.  


	Component 3: Investigating Language 	
Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes 
25% of qualification 

*Subtopics pre-released on 1st December before examination. 

Section A: One question on unseen data. Students must answer the question on the subtopic they have researched. 

Section B: One evaluative question. Students must answer the question on the subtopic they have researched and make connections with data from their investigation. Students produce an extended response. 


	Non-examination assessment: Crafting Language
Assessment consists of two assignments.
20% of qualification 


Assignment 1: Two pieces of original writing from the same genre, differentiated by function and/or audience. 

Assignment 2: One commentary, reflecting on the two pieces of original writing produced and making connections with research undertaken. 

Advisory word counts:
Total for assessment – 2500-3000 words 
Assignment 1 – 1500-2000 words 
Assignment 2 – 1000 words 


















A-Level English Literature Exam Breakdown
A-Level Examinations - All assessments are compulsory.
 Exam Board: Eduqas
	Component 1: Poetry 
Written examination: 2 hours
30% of qualification 

Section A: Poetry pre-1900 (open book, clean copy)
One two-part question based on the reding of one pre-1900 poetry text from a prescribed list

Section B: Poetry post-1900 (open book, clean copy)
One question from a choice of two based on the reading of two post-1900 poetry texts from a prescribed list


	Component 2: Drama
Written examination: 2 hours 
30% of qualification 

Section A: Shakespeare (closed book)
One two-part question based on the reading of one Shakespeare play from a prescribed list

Section B: Drama (closed book)
One question from a choice of two based on the reading of a pair of plays: one pre-1900 and one post-1900, from a prescribed list


	Component 3: Unseen Texts
Written examination: 2 hours 
20% of qualification 

Section A: Unseen prose
One question from a choice of two, analysing an unseen passage of prose, taken from one of two prescribed periods for study
Section B: Unseen poetry 
One question from a choice of two, analysing an unseen poem or poetry extract


	Component 4: Prose Study 
Non-exam assessment: 2500-3500 words 
20% of qualification 
One 2500–3500-word assignment based on the reading of two prose texts from different periods, one pre-2000 and one post-2000, nominated by the centre
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