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Year 10 Term 1 AoS 2 Baroque/Classical/Romantic Concerto 

Term 2 AoS 4 Film Music 

Term 3 AoS 1/AoS 5 My Music/Solo Artists 1990-Present 

Term 4 AoS 5 Rock‘n’Roll 1950’s/1960’s Performance 

2/Comp 2 

Term 5 AoS 3 Music from India/Punjab  

Term 6 AoS 5 Rock Anthems 1970’s/1980’s 

 

Year 10 - Unit 1 

The Concerto through time 

 

Baroque Period 1600 – 1750 

 

 
Instruments  - Harpsichord (Pre-dated the piano) 
 

 
 

     Violins (Main instrument of the Baroque) 
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Natural Trumpet (No Valves) 
 

 
 

Musical Features  - Ornamented melodies (trills) 
 

 
     

     Virtuoso techniques (Hard to play) 

 
     Continuo (Harpsichord and cello backing) 

 

 
 

Musical Forms  - Fugue (uses Contrapuntal/Polyphonic Textures) 
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Baroque language for learning 
 

Continuo   Harpsichord/cello backing 

Ground Bass   Repeated lower part 

Virtuoso   Difficult to play fast music 

Harpsichord   Keyboard instrument plucked strings 

Ornamentation  Extra notes in the melody line for decoration 

Fugue    Independent parts fitting together one at a time 

Natural Trumpet  No valves, notes achieved by wind pressure 
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The Classical Orchestra 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Baroque or Classical?         

           

  

Classical   Baroque 

 

Classical (Piano action)    Classical Architecture 

 

Baroque (Plucking action)   Classical (with valves) 

 

Classical Piano    Polyphonic – Baroque Homophonic = Classical 
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Classical     Baroque  Baroque (Natural Trumpet) 

 

Classical Period features 

The Piano  

Melody and accompaniment with Alberti Bass 

More Homophonic texture 

Less ornamentation than Baroque 

Clear melodies Balanced even phrases 

Dynamics (crescendo/diminuendo) not terraced like Baroque 

The Orchestra Wood wind keys and trumpet valves for greater range 

Clear simple structures (e.g. Sonata form) 
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Romantic Period Music 1810 - 1900 

POWERFUL – LYRICAL – EMOTIONAL 

Cast iron framed piano for wider range 

 

Chromatic melodies 

 

Powerful chords 

 

Larger Orchestra 
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Rubato (not strict timing) 

 

Romantic Language for learning 

Advanced piano     Cast Iron Frame  

Rubato      Free tempo 

Chromaticism     All the notes of the scale 

Large Orchestra over 70 players’  powerful sound  

Lyrical melodies     Long phrases  

 

Year 10 

Unit 2 – Film Music 

 

 

Classical music in films 

Extra-Diegetically 

Music used to create an atmosphere 

 

Diegetically 

Characters are aware of the music and is part of the plot 
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Learner information sheet: Film Music 

Listen to some of the amazing sound tracks that have been written for films: 

 

  Jaws        Raiders of the Lost Ark 

 

 Star Wars       Psycho 

Classical Music used in films  
Many composers of the past have written 

wonderful music that has been used by others as 

part of a film sound track 

- Rachmaninov’s ‘2nd Piano concerto’ 
was used in Brief Encounter. 

- Wagner’s ‘Ride of the Valkyrie’ was 
used in Apocalypse Now. 

- Tchaikovsky’s ‘Swan Lake’ theme was 
used in 1931 was a Dracula film. 

 

  

 

 
Video game music 
There are some really exciting orchestral 

sound tracks that have been written for 

video games: 

- Zelda 
- Halo 
- Assassin’s Creed 
- Advent Rising. 

 

       How do you describe the music that you hear?  

    It is not always easy and it takes practice! 

Use the elements of music to help: 

- Tempo (fast and slow) 
- Dynamics (loud and soft 
- Pitch (high and low) 
- Articulation (staccato/legato)  
- Texture (thick and thin) 
- Timbre (tone quality 

Other things to listen for: 

- Instruments 
- Melody 
- Rhythm 
- Harmony 
- Tonality 
- Structure 

 

 

Famous composers of 

video game music: 

Koji Kondo 

Michael Glacchino 

Mieko Ishikawa 

Famous composers 

of film music: 

John Williams 

James Horner 

Jerry Goldsmith 



 
 
John Williams has worked with many of the 

great directors, such as Stephen Spielberg, 
George Lucas, Ron Howard, Oliver Stone and 

Sydney Pollack. Apart from film music, John 

Williams has written music for the Olympic Games 
and for the concert hall. Here are some of the 

famous films whose soundtrack he has 
composed : 

Jaws, Indiana Jones, The star wars trilogy, 
Jurassic Park, Saving Private Ryan, ET, Close 

Encounters of the Third Kind, Hook, Harry Potter 

and the Sorcerer’s Stone. 

 

Gerry Goldsmith was born in 1929 and is still 
composing film music. He now lives in Beverley 

Hills. He started his career as a typist in a film 
studio. His latest score is for Star Trek: Nemesis. 

He has written music for more films than any 
other composer. He first started writing for 

television with the Twilight Zone theme, then 
wrote music for Planet of the Apes, The Mummy, 

Mulan, Basic Instinct, Gremlins, Alien, The Omen 

and many more besides. 



 

James Horner was born in 1953 and lives in Los 
Angeles. He studied composition at the Royal 

Academy of Music in London. He has received 
many Oscars for films and has written the music 

to many films, including Aliens, Titanic, Enemy at 
the Gates, Deep Impact, The Perfect Storm, The 

mask of Zorro, Apollo 13 and Braveheart. 

 

Hans Zimmer was born in Frankfurt, Germany in 

1957 and studied music in London. His music 
mixes electronic and acoustic sounds. His films 

include Gladiator, Rain Man, The Lion King, The 

Thin Red Line, Pearl Harbor, Hannibal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit 3 – Solo Artists 1990 – Present 

 



Solo Artists 1990-Present 

Solo Artists who came out of bands to go solo 

Michael Jackson – Jackson 5 

Robbie Williams – Take That 

Justin Timberlake – NSYNC 

Beyonce – Destiny’s Child 

Other Solo artists 

Madonna 

Lana Del Ray 

George Ezra 

Amy Winehouse 

Paloma Faith 

Lady Gaga 

Taylor Swift 

Katy Perry 

Rihanna 

Bryan Adams 

1990’s 

 

 

 

Whitney Houston 

 

1992 – I Will Always Love You (The 

Bodyguard) 

1992 – I’m Every Woman (The Bodyguard) 

 

Michael Jackson    

 

1991 – Black or White (Dangerous)  

1995 - You are not alone (HIStory) 

1995 – Earth Song (HIStory) 

 

https://3chicspolitico.com/2014/11/20/thursday-open-thread-whitney-houston-week/
http://www.ebay.com/itm/MICHAEL-JACKSON-1992-w-MickeynMinnie-3xRARE8x10-PHOTOS-/110741593832


 

 

 

 



 

Unit 4 - Rock ‘n’ Roll 1950’s -1960’s 

 

 



Unit 5 - India and the Punjab 

 

 



Indian classical music 
Raga 

• All Indian classical music is based around a specific raga. 

• Ragas are scales and there are hundreds of them. 

• Named after different times of day/seasons and only played at 

these times – creates an atmosphere. 

Raga Vibhasa – Dawn Raga 

 

Instruments 
• Tabla – set of two drums that play a tala (a rhythmical raga) 

• Sitar – 21 string instrument like a guitar that plays the raga & 

improvises 

• Tambura – 4 string instrument like a sitar that plays a drone 

  

 

 

 

Tala – Rupak Tala 



 



 

 

 

 

 

Tabla Plays the rhythmic cycle 

called the Tala  

Tambura Plays the backing drone   
Sitar Plays the melody based on a 

scale called the Raga  

Indian Classical Ensemble 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/70/Sitar_parts.jpg


 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



Language for learning 

Traditional Indian and Punjabi drumming and Indian classical music: 

ostinato 

polyrhythms 

cross-rhythms 

tabla 

tala 

raga 

sitar 

tanpura 

 

Punjabi Bhangra: 
ostinato 

chaal 

dhol 

 

 

 

Unit 6 Rock Anthems 



 

Rock Anthems of the 1970’s – 1980’s 

 

What is an Anthem? 

• A song designed for large groups to sing together 

• Uplifting lyrics 

What is Rock? 

• Evolved from Rock ‘n’ Roll in 1960’s 



• Harsher style 

What are the typical features of a Rock Anthem? 

• Unison vocal 

• Limited range 

• Easy to sing 

• Repetitive 

Why use Rock Anthems? 

• Used for live gigs to involve audience 

• Livens up an audience for a gig 

• Unifies audiences often use “We” in the lyrics 

Why are they popular with audiences? 

• Memorable lyrics 

• Interaction with performers 

 

 

 

 

Year 11  

Overview 

 

1 AoS 3 Music from Africa and South America 

2 AoS 5 Pop Ballads 1970’s/1980’s/1990’s 

3 AoS 3 Music from Eastern Mediterranean/Middle East 

4 AoS 5 Solo Artists from 1990 – Present 

 

Unit 1 African &Latin American Music 

African Music Features 

 

1. Polyrhythms & Cross-rhythms 
European music is usually divided into beats in groups of  3 or 4. African music can use 

combinations of 5,7,9 at the same time. The difference is that polyrhythms can constantly 

change and cross-rhythms are just two opposing patterns. 



 

2. Cyclic patterns & Ostinato 
Cyclic Patterns are repeated rhythms that can slightly change when repeated, but are 

mainly the same. Ostinato is rigidly the same 

3. Master drummer  
The Master drummer leads the group setting the speed, leading the changes and taking 

solos. 

 

4. Layered or interlocking parts 
Lots of Different parts playing their own rhythms that fit together as a whole piece of 

music. (Like a sandwich) 

5. Instruments 
Djembe 

 

Mbira 

 

Talking Drum 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polyrhythm
http://www.motherlandmusic.com/
http://www.clker.com/clipart-djembe-drum.html
http://www.africanhiphop.com/african-hip-hop-radio-presents-excursions-on-the-mbira/


 

6. Syncopation & Off-Beat 
Syncopation is a combination of both on and off beats 

 

Off-Beat 

 

7. Singing 
Call & Response 

Acapella 

Mbube (Loud & Powerful) 

Isicathamiya (Soft & Gentle) 

Vocal effects (Rolling R’s, animal noises) 

Stamping, tip toeing, finger clicking 

 

http://cnx.org/contents/d59bb5a5-c492-44a1-8b13-a3e5f059e687@11/talking-drums
http://www.jazclass.aust.com/blues4u/blues/bl03.htm
http://tv-spoty.info/image/s/syncopation.html


 

 

 

Traditional African drumming: 
ostinato 

polyrhythms 

cross-rhythms 

syncopation 

dotted rhythyms 

djembe 

talking drum 

conga 

 

http://www.kentucky.com/entertainment/music-news-reviews/article44402538.html


* African a capella singing originated in South Africa. 
 

 

* The term a capella means singing without instrumental accompaniment or 
'unaccompanied'. Literally it means 'in the chapel' and comes from religous 
unaccompanied singing. 
 

 

* Mbube singing is loud and powerful, mbube means 'lion'. 
 

 

* Isicathamiya singing is much softer and genter, isicathamiya means 'on tip- 
toes'. 
 

* Examples of isicathamiya singing can be found in Disney's 'The Lion King' in song 
such as 'The lion sleeps tonight'. 
 

 

* Ladysmith Black Mambazo are an all male vocal group who specialise in 
isicathamiya singing. The group are known worldwide. 
 

 

* Paul Simon's Graceland album (1986) featured Ladysmith Black Mambazo in 
songs such as 'Homeless', this led to African a capella music becoming much more 
widely known around the world. 
 

 

* African a capella songs can be polyphonic, homophonic and sung in unison. 
There can be a range of textures within one song. 
 

 

* Male vocal ranges: tenor (high/medium), baritone (medium/low) and bass 
(low). 
 

 

* Songs often include dance moves, these are quite sublte with small feet and 
body movements co-cordinated by the group. They usually stand in a semi-circle or 
straight line. 
 

 

* Although there are no actual instruments, other sounds can be aded by the singers 
such as clicking, clapping, stamping or more unusual vocal sounds such as 
tongue clicks. 
 

 

* Many of the songs feature a lead singer with the backing chorus 
accompanying. Call and response is used frequently between the lead and backing 
chorus. 
 

 



* Work songs are a type of African a capella singing. The song lyrics are about 
hard work on a particular task. The main beat of the song is based on the actions 
of the task such as digging. 
 

 

* Today, isicathamiya competitions in Johannesburg and Durban with 30 or more 
choirs taking part. 
 

 

* African languages are often tonal which means that the pitch of a word can 
determine its meaning. 
 

 

* African a caplla songs can be heard sung in English, this demonstrates the global 
popularity of the style. 
 

 

 

Listening example: 

 

 

Ladysmith Balck Mambazo 'Rain, rain, beautiful rain'. 
 

 

 

Lightning- Long John (Old song by a chain gang 

 

 

Traditional rhythms of the Americas: 
Samba band: 

son clave 

call and response 

surdo 

timbales 

repenique 

cuica 

shakers 

guiro 

agogo bells 

whistle 

 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ddyu_iKxLf8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4G5KtQynWvc


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Latin American Information Sheet 

Ganza 

Caixa 

Agogo 

Tambourim 

Repinique 

Surdo 

Repinique 

Caixa 

Ganza 

Agogo 

Surdo 

Tambourim 

Timbales 

Samba Whistle 

Son Clave 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Samba Whistle 

Timbales 

Cuica 

The cuíca has a wooden stick fastened at one end 

inside the drum in the center of the drumhead. 
This stick is rosined and rubbed with a cloth. ... 

The rubbing motion produces the sound and the 

pitch is increased or decreased by changing the 

pressure on the head. 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Unit 2 Pop Ballads 1970’s 80’s 90’s 

 

 

 

 

 



1990s Pop Ballads: 

● Sinead O’Connor: Nothing Compares to You (1990) 

● Extreme: More than Words (1990) 

● Eric Clapton: Tears in Heaven (1992) 

● Sting: Fields of Gold (1993) 

● The Pretenders: I’ll Stand by You (1994) 

● Seal: Kiss from a Rose (1994) 

● Boyzone: Love me for a Reason (1995) 

● Robbie Williams: Angels (1997) 

 

 

Unit 3 Eastern Mediterranean Music 

Traditional Eastern Mediterranean and Middle Eastern folk rhythms: 

irregular metre (5/8, 7/8, etc) 

mode 

microtonal 

parallel melodies 

ornament 

improvise 

cadence 

tambourine (can be labelled ‘Defi’ or ‘Daf’ or ‘Riq’ in Greek and Arabic countries) 

bouzouki 

Unit 4 Solo Artists 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


