
 

Curriculum 
 ‘Together towards our Lord, through learning, love and faith’ 

   EX UMBRIS IN VERITATEM 

 

 
Curriculum Intent 

 

 
 

Reflecting the teachings and life of John Henry Newman, the curriculum at CNS enables the development of the whole child in order to help students grow into 

adults whose Christian faith inspires their lives.  Through our aspirational environment, based on the Gospel values of truth, reconciliation, justice and peace, we 

encourage every child to enjoy learning by using their God-given talents to achieve their very best.    
 

Our curriculum is Knowledge rich – in terms of developing academic knowledge through our understanding of ourselves as made in the image and likeness of 

Christ.  We focus not only on appropriate subject specific knowledge, skills and understanding as set out in the National Curriculum, but also model the virtues 

given to us by Christ, which will provide every possible opportunity for all students to be successful in their learning and will nurture their knowledge, love and 

faith.   Students at Cardinal Newman Catholic School should experience a sense of self-worth through the recognition of their abilities and talents in an 

environment that offers opportunities and challenges, as well as developing a love of learning.  
 

With a constantly evolving curriculum, we respond to the needs of learners and their interests by enhancing learning experiences and raising awareness from 

the local area to national and global arenas. Thus, we will develop outward looking pupils who are able to engage in learning about themselves, become 

increasingly independent and have an understanding of the wider world and its complex cultures.   

 

Ultimately our curriculum is intended to:  

Develop our head and body : What we learn  

Develop our hearts and character: Who we are  

Develop our actions and attitudes: How we live and learn  

“It is the education which gives students a clear, conscious view of their own opinions and judgements, 

a truth in developing them, an eloquence in expressing them, and a force in urging them.” 

(JH Newman) 



Develop our moral compass: Where we fit in the world.  
  

It is our aim that every child leaves Cardinal Newman Catholic School with the knowledge, skills, qualifications and aspirations needed to become valuable 

members of society in their future learning, employment and lives.  
 

 
Detailed Curriculum Information 

 

 All students in Years 7 and 8 (Key Stage 3) follow a broad and balanced curriculum based on a two-week timetable with 50 one-hour lessons per fortnight.  All students 

study: 

 English (9 periods) 

 Mathematics (8 periods) 

 Science (6 periods) 

 Religious Education (5 periods) 

 French / German (4 periods) 

 History (2 periods) 

 Geography (2 periods) 

 Design Technology (2 periods) 

 Art (2 periods) 

 Performing Arts (3 periods)  

 Computer Science (2 periods) 

 Physical Education (4 periods) 

 PSHE (1 period) 

 

 In Year 9, the core curriculum remains unchanged but students are given the opportunity to experience and develop their skills in three curriculum areas that they may 

then go on to choose as their final KS4 option choices. 

 English (9 periods) 

 Mathematics (8 periods) 

 Science (6 periods) 

 Religious Education (5 periods) 

 French or Polish (4 periods) 

 History (3 periods) 

 Geography (3 periods) 

 3 option choices (3 periods each) 

 Core Physical Education (2 periods) 

 PSHE (1 period) 

 

      Option subjects available to students include: 

 Art 

 Business 

 Computer Science 

 Drama 



 Food 

 Graphics 

 Health and Social Care 

 Media 

 Music 

 Physical Education 

 Resistant Materials 

 Textiles 

 

 Students confirm their option choices during Year 9, so that they can then follow a 2-year programme leading to a wide range of both GCSE and vocational subjects in 

Years 10 and 11 (Key Stage 4).  All students will study for GCSE’s in: 

 English Language and Literature (9 periods) 

 Mathematics (8 periods) 

 Combined or Triple Science* (9 periods for Combined Science) 

 Religious Education (5 periods) 

 French or Polish (4 periods) 

 History or Geography (4 periods) 

 2 option choices (4 periods each) 

      PLUS 

 Core Physical Education (2 periods) 

 PSHE (1 period) 

 

 

      Option subjects available to students include: 

 GCSE Art 

 BTEC Level 1/2 First Award in Art & Design (Graphics) 

 BTEC Level 1/2 First Award in Art & Design (Textiles) 

 OCR Level 1/2 Cambridge National Certificate in Health and Social Care 

 OCR Level 1/2 Cambridge National Certificate in Engineering Design (Resistant Materials) 

 GCSE Food 

 GCSE Business Studies 

 GCSE Computer Science 

 GCSE Media 

 GCSE Physical Education 

 GCSE Triple Science 

 GCSE Music 

 GCSE Drama 

 NCFE Level 1/2 Technical Award in Business & Enterprise 

 BTEC Level 1/2 Technical Award in Digital Information Technology 

 BTEC Level 1/2 Technical Award in Creative Media Production 

 NCFE Level 1/2 Technical Award in Performance Skills 

 BTEC Level 1/2 Technical Award in Sport, Activity & Fitness 

 BTEC Level 1/2 Award in Home Cooking Skills 

 



 

NB. A small number of students with SEN or individual needs in each year group will study for an Arts Award in Year 9 and the ASDAN Personal Social and Development 

course in Years 10 and 11 rather than a modern foreign language. 

 

 In Years 12 and 13 our Newman Sixth Form offers a wide-ranging programme of both Academic and Vocational Level Courses.  All students follow a programme 

equivalent to three level 3 courses, plus Core RE and PSHE.  Students also have the opportunity to study for an AS qualification in Core Maths as well as the Extended 

Project Qualification (EPQ). 

 

Subjects on offer in the Newman Sixth include: 

 A Level Accounting 

 A Level Art & Design (Fine Art) 

 A Level Biology 

 A Level Business Studies 

 A Level Chemistry 

 A Level Computer Science 

 A Level Drama and Theatre Studies 

 A Level Economics 

 A Level English Language 

 A Level English Literature 

 A Level French 

 A Level Geography 

 A Level History 

 A Level Law 

 A Level Mathematics 

 A Level Further Mathematics 

 A Level Media Studies 

 A Level Physical Education 

 A Level Physics 

 A Level Psychology 

 A Level Ethics and Philosophy 

 A Level Sociology 

 Level 3 Cambridge Technical Diploma in Applied Business (equivalent to 2 A Levels) 

 Level 3 Cambridge Technical Diploma in Health and Social Care (equivalent to 2 A Levels) 

 BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in Applied Science (equivalent to 2 A Levels) 

 BTEC National Extended Certificate in ICT 

 LIBF Certificate in Financial Studies 

 BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Performing Arts 

 BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate in Psychology 

 Level 3 Cambridge Technical Extended Certificate in Sport and Physical Activity 

 

All Level 3 subjects are taught for 8 periods per fortnight. 

 

 



Our Curriculum Areas 

Curriculum Area Curriculum Leader E-mail 

Art and Design Mrs K Bignall kbignall@cardinalnewmanschool.net 

 

Business Studies Mr Y Hanif yhanif@cardinalnewmanschool.net 

 

Computer Science Mr K Govender kgovender@cardinalnewmanschool.net 

 

English Miss A Dowdeswell adowdeswell@cardinalnewmanschool.net 

 

Food Mrs S Wint swint@cardinalnewmanschool.net 

 

Geography Mrs F Archer / Mrs N Chauhan farcher@cardinalnewmanschool.net 

nchauhan@cardinalnewmanschool.net 

Health and Social Care Mr P Adams padams@cardinalnewmanschool.net 

 

History Mrs E Thoulass ethoulass@cardinalnewmanschool.net 

 

Law Mrs R McLean rmclean@cardinalnewmanschool.net 

 

Mathematics Mr K Ali kali@cardinalnewmanschool.net 

 

Media Miss O Higginson ohigginson@cardinalnewmanschool.net 

 

Modern Foreign Languages Mr Y LeCoguic ylecoguic@cardinalnewmanschool.net 

 

Performing Arts Mrs L Wigley lwigley@cardinalnewmanschool.net 

 

Physical Education Mr P Adams padams@cardinalnewmanschool.net 

 

PSHE Miss C Jenkins cjenkins@cardinalnewmanschool.net 

 

Religious Education Mr L Makokha lmakokha@cardinalnewmanschool.net 

 

Science Mrs S Brown sbrown@cardinalnewmanschool.net 

 

Special Educational Needs Mrs A Hutcheson ahutcheson@cardinalnewmanschool.net 

 

Social Science Miss U Makwana umakwana@cardinalnewmanschool.net 
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