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English Literature A Level (Eduqas Exam Board)  

Overview of the course. 
To study English Literature at Cardinal Newman is to immerse yourself in great written works of art that span 

time, space and thought. The course aims to encourage students’ love not only of literature itself, but also 

literary criticism and study. Each student will be challenged to interpret texts from a variety of perspectives; to 

hold history and culture accountable for the shaping of a text; and to rigorously explore the intentions and 

methods of writers to imbue meaning through the written word. We provide our students with an 

introduction to the discipline of advanced literary studies, presenting opportunities for reading widely and for 

making creative and informed responses to each of the major literary genres of poetry, prose and drama. 

What do you need to join us? 

You will need to have attained at least a level 6 in either your English Language or English Literature GCSE, 

preferably Literature. Equally as important, if not more so, is a requisite passion and enjoyment of reading 

challenging texts of all genres. If you are a voracious reader, a hard-worker, you enjoy debating and 

interpreting texts, and can rise to the challenge of a heavily essay-based  

A level then you are sure to thrive in English Literature. 

What will the course involve? 

 

How am I assessed? 

AO1 Articulate informed, personal and creative responses 

to literary texts, using associated concepts and terminology, 

and coherent, accurate written expression.  

AO2 Analyse ways in which meanings are shaped in literary 

texts.  

AO3 Demonstrate the significance and influence of the 

contexts in which literary texts are written and received.  

AO4 Explore connections across literary texts. 

AO5 Explore literary texts informed by different 

interpretations. 

What prospects does English Literature offer? 

English is good for any job that involves communication, 

writing and literary knowledge. These include: advertising 

and marketing, writing and journalism, law, consultancy, 

business, teaching, performing arts, academia, government, 

linguistics, foreign languages, media and design.  

     Careers in the sciences, engineering, technology and 

maths also need more English than you think. Writing 

proposals, academic papers and communicating with others 

is key to getting funding for projects and reaching people 

with your work. 

COMPONENT TOPIC 

1. Poetry 
2hr exam (30%) 

Section A Poetry pre-1900 (open book) 
The Merchant’s Prologue and Tale 

Section B Poetry post-1900 (open book) 

Skirrid Hill and Field Work 

2. Drama 

2hr exam (30%) 

Section A Shakespeare (closed book) 

The Tempest 

Section B Drama (closed book) 

The Duchess of Malfi and A Streetcar Named Desire 

3. Unseen 

2hr exam (20%) 

Section A Unseen prose 

Section B Unseen poetry 

4. Prose Study 

(20%) 

Non-exam 

assessment 

Prose study (2,500-3,500 word essay) 

The Great Gatsby (pre-2000) and a post-2000 book of your choosing  
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